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Foreword

n 1956, in Heidelberg , a small group of enthusiastic scientists and engineers from

different countries signed the famous resolution "in favor of an international union
of automatic control”. This group included professor Giuseppe Evangelisti of the Uni-
versity of Bologna. One year later, Professor Evangelisti signed the documents with
which Italy entered the group among the first eight countries to join IFAC. Since then,
the participation and service of Italy to IFAC’s ideals has been steadily growing.

This publication is a homage to a few distinguished scholars whose vision made it
possible for many other Italian scientists and engineers to become respected members
of the international community of automatic control. It is also a homage to the many
Italian volunteers who, from 1957 to 2002, promoted the cause of IFAC and, in various
capacities, contributed to the realization of all IFAC events that took place in Italy

The booklet is in three parts. The first one is a brief history describing how Italy joined
IFAC from its early days, and actually hosted the first [FAC event that took place after
the 1960 congress in Moscow. The second part is devoted to three personalities who
where instrumental in the development of automatic control in Italy: Giuseppe Evange-
listi, Giorgio Quazza and Antonio Ruberti. The biographies of these Italian scholars
point out their life-long dedication to [FAC. In the third part, a concise documentation
of the IFAC events organized in Italy can be found .

This publication has been written in the firm belief that, in a foreseeable future, Italy
will be given the privilege of hosting an IFAC Congress. It is the result of a collective
enthusiastic effort of the Italian automatic control community.
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and the rise of IFAC activity in Italy






The early days of IFAC - the Italian contribution

Memories of activity in Italy
before and immediately after the formation of IFAC

On the 27th of September of the year 1956, a meeting with the name of Automat-
ic Control Congress was held in Heidelberg (Germany). During this meeting a
small group of scientists and engineers from different countries took the first steps
towards setting up an international institution for automatic control and its applica-
tions, the International Federation of Automatic Control. One member of this group was
the eminent Italian scholar, Giuseppe Evangelisti (see his biography in this volume)
who was a professor of Hydraulics at the University of Bologna.

The Heidelberg meeting was followed one year later by the Constitutive Assembly of
IFAC, held in Paris, where a preliminary version of the constitution of the new Federa-
tion was prepared.

In the negotiations and discussions following these two events, Evangelisti proposed
the organization of a formal meeting to be held in Italy, for the finalization of the con-
stitution. His proposal was accepted immediately by the provisional committee of the
new federation. .

To prepare for this formal meeting, Evangelisti contacted Algeri Marino, a professor
of Electrical Communication at the University of Rome and President of the Fondazione
Bordoni. In 1955 this foundation had set up a research laboratory on Automatic Con-
trol where Antonio Lepschy and Antonio Ruberti were working (for information on
Antonio Ruberti see his biography in this volume).

Among other things, Professor Marino had, on behalf of the Consiglio Nazionale delle
Ricerche (CNR), already organized an international Congress on Automation (“Problemi
dell’Automatismo”) that was held in Milan in April 1956, at the Museo della Scienza e
della Tecnica. It was well attended and had a worldwide audience. This was one of the
first international congresses on control.

Following Evangelisti’s request, Marino obtained permission to set up the CNR Com-
mission for IFAC. Its presidency was entrusted to Evangelisti, Marino took part, and
Lepschy and Ruberti were nominated as secretaries. Through this Commission CNR was
to become the Italian authority supporting IFAC, thus assuming the relative financial
commitments.

Starting from the 20th of January 1958 the CNR Commission for IFAC met on various
occasions, with the main purpose of collecting and coordinating the proposals that, for
the statute of IFAC, were formulated by the various members of the provisional com-
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mittee. In accordance with the proposal formulated by Evangelisti, a meeting in Rome
had to be organized in order to prepare formal actions for the setting of the new organ-
ization. To this purpose, the CNR Commission for IFAC worked out a preparatory docu-
ment to submit for approval to the Rome meeting.

In fact, the Rome meeting was held at the CNR headquarters from the 2nd to the 6th
of March, 1959. It was at this meeting that the final version of the Constitution was
worked out, and then submitted to all National Member Organizations in preparation of
the General Assembly of IFAC. In Rome, it was decided that the Assembly would meet
in Chicago in September.

All this sequence of facts is appropriately summarized in the 4th Information Bulletin
of IFAC, dated May 1959, where one can read:

Meeting of the Executive Council and the Advisory Committee

On invitation of the Italian National Research Council, the Executive Council
and the Advisory Committee of IFAC had a meeting in Rome from March 2 to 6,
1959. All the members of the Executive Council were present with the exception
of H. S. Tsien (China) for whom S. M. Chung was present. The other members
of the Executive Council are:

H. Chesnut (USA), (President of IFAC), M. Ajnbinder (Belgium), V. Broida
(France), J. F. Coales (United Kingdom), G. Evangelisti (Italy), E. Gerecke
(Switzerland), A. Letov (USSR), P. Nowacki (Poland), G. Ruppel (Germany).

Moreover, the following members of the Advisory Committee and guests were
present at least during part of the meeting:

J. Balchen (Norway), O. Benedikt (Hungary), D. P. Eckman (USA), F. Foddis
(Italy), W. Findeisen (Poland), K. Izawa (Japan), R. Oldenburg (USA), W. Oppelt
(Germany), Z. Trnka (Czechoslovakia).

All items of the very large agenda were discussed in a very friendly spirit and
with whole-hearted co-operation of each member. The Italian National Commit-
tee of IFAC had prepared all facilities and had extended a very friendly hospi-
tality.

The following report is to inform our readers about several resolutions which
might be of special interest.”

Then a set of points are touched, in particular point 4 reads:
4. Constitution of IFAC:

The Constitution which has been adopted at the Constitutive Assembly of IFAC
September 1957 in Paris had found some criticisms among several National

10
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Member Organizations. A special committee under the chairmanship of Prof.
G. Evangelisti (Italy) had collected and coordinated all proposals for amend-
ments of the Constitution and has taken these comments as a basis for a new
draft which thoroughly was discussed by the Executive Council. The new draft
including some more modifications will be submitted to all National Member
Organizations before long in order to vote on it on the General Assembly to be
held in Chicago in September 1959.

The Chicago meeting took place at the Chicago Hotel Sheraton, the 14th to the 18th
of September 1959. The consulting Committee met on September the 14th and 15th,
while the true and proper meeting took place, in a very friendly and enthusiastic atmos-
phere, the 16th, 17th and 18th. Informal meetings also took place among the represen-
tatives of national associations, and with the official bodies of the main western coun-
tries, Japan, and the East European countries. These meetings and exchanges were also
facilitated by social occasions like the cocktail party offered by Professor Jones on the
16th, a barbecue at Doctor D. Boyd’s home in Evanston the 17th and the official ban-
quet at the Hotel Sheraton on the 18th. Professor Gerecke of the Zurich Polytechnic
gave a talk, illustrating the things that had struck him the most during his visit to the
United States (things that, at that time, were not very widespread in Europe, but, were,
however, soon to be). Notice in passing that the Chicago meeting also offered the occa-
sion for many of the participants to visit an important exhibition on instrumentation
organized by ISA in the Coliseum of that town.

The Italian delegation to the Chicago Meeting consisted of Giuseppe Evangelisti,
member of the consulting Committee of IFAC, Antonio Lepschy and Antonio Ruberti.
These last two were responsible for presenting Professor Marino’s lecture on the prob-
lems of university education in the field of automatic control and automation. This lec-
ture was presented by Lepschy and discussed in the consulting Committee afternoon
session of September the 14th. The Chicago meeting anticipated, by a little less than a
year, the first world IFAC congress, held in Moscow June the 27th to July the 1st 1960.

In the period from the Moscow congress to the subsequent IFAC World Congress (held
in Basle, Switzerland, in 1963), Italy had the privilege to host the first symposium
organized under the aegis of IFAC. The symposium, held from the 26th to the 28th of
April 1962, was devoted to optimisation and adaptive control and, upon the initiative
of CNR, was held in Rome at the Istituto Superiore delle Poste e delle Telecomunicazioni,
headquarters Higher Institute of Post and Telecommunications), headquarters of the
Fondazione Bordoni. The welcome address was given by Giovanni Polvani, president of
CNR in those days. This event, held more than 40 years ago, was the first official IFAC
event in Italy. It had to be followed by a long series, as witnessed in this volume.
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Visit to IBM World Trade Corporation - Poughkeespie, September 24, 1959

Seated left to right: Mr. A. Lepschy, Istituto Superiore delle Telecomunicazioni, Italy

Prof. G. Evangelisti, professor of Hidraulics, Bologna University, Italy

Standing left to right: Mr. G. Simons, Manager of United Records System, IBM, New York
Mr. A. Ruberti, Istituto Superiore delle Telecomunicazioni, Italy
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TO ALL MNATIONAL MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS OF IFAC

A11 Lhe foformation contgined in the present bBulletiu bas' been
submitted o ther by the hatlooal wember organizalions of IFAC op
by Lhe Executive Couseil of the Frderation.

Therelfpre, 1T you wish thiat any informotion on Autosatio Cootrol
in your country; such @8 past and coming eveols,  books, publishéd
or Lo be published, specielized review, addresses of specialised
ensinearing 1nstitulioos ete, Lo be menfioned In the Bulle'tin,
please send it to thn Tl tor:

Frof. Iog. Dr. Vietor Broido
Zud Viee-Prosident of THAD
13, rae dé¢ la Prasoe=dutusliste

Houlogpe - sur - Soine {Seina)
Franes

In this way you can contribote to the toterosilonal exchaggs of
infarmation in the Tield of Aukomalic Contral, which is one of
fhe Sain aims of IFAC,

If you mre ool familiar sith the Emglish lansusge, you @dy Uso
ofe of the other theee of Picial: languages of TPAC, bamely:
Franch, -German or Hussian.

¥e thank you most sincerely in advance fur your co-operatiom,
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INFORMATION BULLETTIN N. 1

e ——— .

- leEgE thein o yenr laber h;.— a Provisional Comnilbes eonglatiog of

| - IFAC NEWS
A short Fistory

i ::r‘pbrmhgr 1ith, 1667, the International Federation of .ﬁ.utnm:r.iq:
contrel [IPACY was ercated in Paris. The idea of creating auc.h &
Fedepation whith nross at bhe Aulosatic Conteal Congress heli'in
Heddelborg oy Seplember 27th, 1856, was thus carriod inta effect

¥, PAraida (Feapce) Chairmsn, G. Guppel (Gerwany] Secretory;
J P, Conles {(United E.Ingﬂ-:uu;). O, Grebe (Gerensoy 1, A0, L&I'--:r? (LEsR Y

' I Uo-.-.ncbci I_P{}]p.nﬂ_] and 1. U]dmhut‘ggr (USak,

Thie Automatic Ceptral Hocleties af hu:-trl-u Htlgluw. Luinn. Praoce,
Garmany, Aungary, Ttaly, Japao, Nether]ands, Korway, Poland, Kou- -
manin, Hmeden, 5wl taeelaod, Torkey Onied Bl ogham, . 084, USSE - and

fagoslavia wers re’pruannt.ml al Lhe I:uu;!.-il-u.l.i'l.’a ApaambiLy . Antonatlo
Control Sociatics of geveral other-goubteles ahowed T.M:I.l" Int-ra:r‘ﬂ!t-
in ‘thie creation of IFAC and -!P-FI‘W'-‘*d ite mims,

The g-ln PR ln oreating IFAL 15 pApacial by .iis.:uiricﬁnt: sinun
for meveral coupteios it owns Pirst necesaaey Lo g § e I-Hnlr awn
nut.nmnlir.' oankirml enu:l.mern L n-a.HnnM Tras i s,

k- bhie l::-:-nst.t l;uLIw Agsenhiy, r.lw Constitution was ﬂubmi r,u:d ta

t.‘m' ml:hi.:ng i wAs Muptbu:l Al th same uJi-ErntimlB-

Aooording o thie Copstitution, the fleld of activi L:F Df Um Pmi:-
ration covers the thespy ond the appiicatiens of Automatio Control
ine 1|,;||;|,I|',},gI ankonalic caibtral of ‘phvsical systens. and 1uru'|:'eLI~E|ﬂh-BL'|J. s
aE well as fosteameitatien, astomatio data procaggitg “al - cmpmnru

g0 long a8 tho latter fors a part of audomg bic I-dmt-rlﬂ; a:-_rat.aua.;-

l‘squ_mn-,;q af - meves sl exgarlauxm T by e m-LtIJrrr urgantznti-;mn Wil
profate the development of Che ‘aolente of astematic contrel mnﬁﬁ:t-—
nations. Por this purpose, international songresses sill bo orgas
aimed and @pecinl cemiitess will handle given Lasks fo the tield
of atomatio central. Any country oan pacticipate in IFAC Ehroosl
amingle gol mhifidg -.'-r‘g.nuisa.ttﬂn or through a pational committes

working An. the field -:t Hu!.l.‘rmnitle c:w:trnl

The official Jangouages of IF'.:\[' are EL‘IHII!].‘I... I"‘.l."m,mh. L-El:"tnu mod
Busaian, the 1ogal lamguage lmm,, hﬂglmn-

The Conatitution provides Tor & Geieral Assembly 4T the member or-
gesid gations which olects the Executive Couneil., P‘l:'l‘sﬂtﬂ:.r,. Licvi
Exmoul Lo Codnel T cu:mel.alu il thin Tnl'F.u':ring e s ;
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e B

R R T T

President: Ho S h es L nutk [Lsal

1ot Viee-Prealdent: A:M, L e ooy USSR)
spd Vice-Preatdents V.o B oroo 1 da o {Fraioe}
Seorefary: 0. Hu ppel [ Gommay )
Tregsurer: B. G e r e o ke [switzerland]

Ordinary Meshers: M, A jo b i 6 dor (Helgiue)
J.F, Coales (United Kingdoe)
G Bvangetisel (Italvl
PFo Woaowaokd. [Paland)
8. 7 s i e n (Chiney

The Hecretary bas lngtalled his of fice st the ¥ 0 X {Asaociation
of Gearman Engineers) in Dieseldorf, Pripe-Gecrg-Str. 7@,

An Adviseey Group of expérts will act as an advisor 1o the Presi-
dent Gn matters in which Uhe specinliscd oommiciess are godceroed.

tMembership

Up Ao April 15th, 19068, the following 14 national arganisations
hite ratlfied the Gonstitution of TFAC sdepled on Seplember 11th,
1857, by the General Assembly beld ip Parls, aod have deterninad
Lhelr aomual subaceipliion to eover Lhe expenscs of the Pederation:

1%) AUSTRIX daterraichisvher Arhed tsausschuas 3 125
fitr Automptisierung, Datérroieli-
seher Productivi Ca s=Yent e,
Hohepstaufengosse 3, Wlen T

27 ) nHENA Chinepae Assoolalion of Autoeaticu # B
efe Institute of Awlowslion, Acas=
demia Sinlca, Feking

999 CEECHOSLOVAKTA Laborabor prd Automatisaci a Tele- $ 250

mechaniin, Cealioslovenska Akndemie
Ved, Fidna 25, Prpha

4%} DEMMATH Bansk lngenior Torening, 30, Vester § 125
Farlpngsgade  Coponbisg s
57 HENGARTY Hugarian Setional Committee of e

IFAD, ofo Pudapestl Miszakl Egye-
tem, Yillamosgepek {semtann [ods-
rek, Btoozek—u. & T.-EP. LTI, 06,
Dudaprak
%) ITALY Conaiglic Kpsionaie delle Hicerche, £ B0
Uffleio rolazidol internazionall,
Pingsale delie Seiemie T, Kok
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TOF JAPAR Kational Copmittes of Automatic § 250
Contrul, Scvilance Council of Japand,
teno Park, Tokio

£7) NORMAY Ten Morske lngeniorforening, § 250
Kroopripsensgate 17, Oslo
8™ POLAND Polskl Eomitet Automatyki, Nagsel- & 125

ns Organisacje TecholoZns, ul.

Ceacklage 4/6, Bnrszaws

107 ROUMBNTA Comisia de Automatizare, dcade— £ ol
mia Republicii Populare Homing,
Calea Viotoried 135, Bucarest

117 swEDEN Svangka Cenlralkossitten for § 250
interoailovells ingenjdrskhon—
erefuel, o0 Svenska Teknolog-
forenioeen;  Brunkebergstorg 20,

thﬂkgglﬂ

12} SWTTEERLAND Assooiaticn Suisse prur T 'Aubo- § 250
patiges, Slecowaristr. 7, Jurich

137} INITED $TATES OF AMERICA $ 1.000

American Automatic Control Couse-
cil, o/ o Mo Graw=0ill Book Co,,
M wesl, 43t street, New York 36

147} TNIoN OF SUCLALIST SOVTET REPUTLICS & 1.000
Nazionalay Hesitet 545K po Avio-
matigheakoma Uprevleniu, HKalan-
techeyakaia ulilsa 15a,

Muskva

Tha 1980 Congress

e Cirst international copgreas of TPAC will be held in Moscow in
1968, It will slart on June 25tk and last 10 dRvs.

The papers read will be divided into ke following 3 main grolps,
ineh of which will comprige sevapal sections:

1%} Thedry of Automatic Comtrol
2%} Automotic Conlrol conpoteants
3%} Antometic Control applioations

It ig expected llatl visits to indastrial ifostallstiowns and educxlie-
nal and sclentific institutions of USSE will be arranged.
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